
Advanced Style hits iTunes and VOD October 7th, 2014

New York City street photographer Ari Cohen takes his blog Advanced Style to the screen in
a documentary (funded largely through Kickstarter) directed by newcomer Lina Plioplyte.

The sweetly-tuned doc follows the lives of seven stylish women over 60 who’ve turned the
streets of NYC into runways. For them, fashion has guided their personal philosophies and
has shaped who they are. Cohen began taking photographs of stylish older New Yorkers
when he moved to the city four years ago. He learned that “aging can be a wonderful thing”
from his grandmothers, who he considers to be his best friends. A good pair of heels or the
right shade of lipstick have remained loving constants in their lives. And through the
movie’s Instagram-like filter they describe in colorful detail their style history. “Money has
nothing to do with style,” says Lynn Dell, then 78, owner of Off Broadway Boutique, a store
her husband purchased for her in an attempt to keep her from sleeping around.

Like Wonder Woman’s indestructible cuffs, Tziporah Salamon wears her colorful, handmade
(out of toilet paper rolls) versions almost in an act of rebellion. It’s about personal creativity,
Salamon, then 62, tells the camera. Salamon shows off her outfits on a bike, sans helmet
because it “takes away from the outfit.” Every quirky outfit she wears has a matching hat,
and sometimes these outfits take years to build, she says with panache.

But that’s okay because some of the best things in life take time.

Advanced Style
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Jordan is an English / Mass Communication senior at Texas State University. She
completed an internship with the Austin Film Society a few years back, which
renewed her interest in screenplay writing and sparked a new interest in marketing
for non-profit organizations. If she's not writing or sitting outside of her favorite
local coffee shop drinking a Shyster, you can catch her watching episodes of her
favorite television series, "Battlestar Galactica," online. Twitter: @jgasspoore

Redhead Ilona Royce Smithkin’s also crafty. The then 93-year-old firecracker makes false
eyelashes for herself from her own hair. But Smithkin may be best known for her
commissioned portrait of author Ayn Rand, which can be seen on the backs of some of her
books.

It’s amazing to see and hear what these women have accomplished in their lives, and they
speak candidly and realistically about their experiences with ageism.

“I never wanted to look young, I wanted to look great,” says then 80-year-old Joyce Carpati.

Behind the oversized sunglasses and underneath the berets, my future, and that of all
women, is in Dell, Salamon, Smithkin, Carpati, Zelda Kaplan, Jacquie Murdock and Debra
Rapoport.

These women dispel conventional ideas about beauty and aging – and no one can put a
price tag on that.

“Advanced Style” is inspiring and assuring: there’s no reason to be afraid of aging because
“there’s no time limit to anything” when life is a runway.
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Why Haven’t You Watched…FOUR
LIONS?
2 comments • 4 months ago

James Carey — Great write up, Jon! A
testament to how great this film really is,
and that everyone should see it.

NYAFF 2015: TOKYO TRIBE
1 comment • 2 months ago

James Carey — Great write up and totally
agree. Had an absolute blast with this.
Sion Sono hasn't put a foot wrong in …

THE ARCHIVIST VOLUME XXIV: The
Man From U.N.C.L.E. Part 1!
1 comment • 2 months ago

Joy Beum — Usually the only reason I
watch NCIS is to catch a glimpse of David
McCallum and hear that beautiful voice …

PODCAST: ‘Riding in Cars with Boy(s)’
-Ep. 148: ENTOURAGE (w/ Zach …
1 comment • 4 months ago

Justin Harlan — Great episode. It sold me
on checking this out.
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Rhea •  a year ago

These women were so inspiring! What did you think of the ending? I was surprised
by how they dropped that huge bomb and it was sort of shuffled off...
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