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CAPTIONING COMPLAINTS

Student struggles with disability office resources

174

By Jordan Gass-Poore’
The University Star

Kevin-James Reyes took a long drag of
a cigaretle while his three-year-old hearing
dig, Jasper Hale Cullen, lay patiently by
his feet.

The two were takimg a break from walk-
ing. their typical mode of transportation.
The black Labrador provides Beyes, a
crimimal justice senior who has been deal
since he was 10 years old, with compan-
ionship anid an increased sound swareness
of his environment.

However, there are many obstacles still
slanding in Heyes' way of independence.

He said he struggled for years with the
Texas State OfTice of Disability Services
aboul oncampus accoeisibility for those
who are deafl or have partial hearing loss.

1 want i feel the real life experiences.”
Reyes wid. *I'm forced o il at home.”

Reyes' feelings of isolation stem from
numerous failed altempls o receive suf-
licient interpreter and caplivning services
from Disability Services. The New York
native said he has even considered trans-
ferring from the university because of
prublems with the ofTice.

Clint-Michael Reneas, Office of Dis-
ability Services director, said in an email
he is obligated by federal regubstions and
personal respect [or students” privacy msl
Lir disclose specific student information.

However, Beneas said the office makes
every efforl to leok into matters thal may
have an impact on the 1,601 siudents reg-
istered with QLS.

Financial ciccumstances brought Reyes
lo Texas State afler transferring from
Rochester Institute of Technology last
year. He said Texas pays for his educa
tion through the Department of Assistive
and Bebabilitative Services Certificate of
Deafness Tuition Waiver.

Reyes may ool be contending with tu-
ithn costs, but e worries about the day-
loeday, oulside-theclassroom  activities
thal make 1ife as a universly sludenl mem-
orable and worthwhile.

Reyes said he wanis toenjoy Texas State-
iponsared evenls, such ad live Bobcat Ath-
letics play-by-plays. with his friends. How-
ever, scheduling conflicts and insufficient
funds have halted his requests for an infer-
preter or captioning services al university

Ausin HumpiToys, From Ester fiootball games.

Kanin Jameea Aeryos, crimingl justics senior, and his haaring doq Jasper, cope with insirations wit
fhe Office of Dsabiley Services on & day-today basis
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County faces
potential suit
over prayers

By Tazlor Tompkins
Assigtam! News Eaitor

Imvocation, the prayer thal opens ev-
ery Hays County Commissioners Coiart
meeling. proceeded as usual Tuesday, de-
spite being Lthe topic of a potential law-
suil Bacing the courl

Americans Unilted for Separation of
Chirch and Sale senl coanly commis-
sioners & letter dated April 27 reganding
a complaint they recenved over Lhe inciu-
sion of sectarian prayer during the meet-
ings.

Ihough the letter implied farther legal
action woild be laken, commissioners
took no action over the pitential lawsiait
during the Sepl. 15 meeling.

According 1o the letter, this praclice
vindates the Establishment Clause in the
First Amendment of the Constitution.
The court can only be in compliance by
either no longer praying or restricting in-
wocalion o nonseclarian prayer.

The letler said the sectarian prayer
alienated non-judeo-christian constite-
ents and lefl them feeling unwelcomed
and unrepresenied by commissioners.
Americans Uniled Tor Separation of
Church and Sate said i the letter that
commissioners are nol representing their
citizens by continuing sectorial prayers.

I'he better requesied the court respond
within 30 days.

“They claim that the only Wway we can
maintain prayer in the court is a ronsec-
tarian (prayer), by nol mixing cerain
Christian words like “Jesus,” "Father
God” or "Holy Spiril.”™ said Judge Bert
Cobb. “This court changed its behavior,
and | did all the prayer for 10 weeks,
which was just fine with them.”

Cobb said the issee re-emerped after
a volunteer said “in the name of Jesas™
during a meeting.

I'he organization sent another letier to
the courl June 9. The letter expressed
the need for further action i there was
no reported response from commission-
ers aller 14 days.

Cobb wouldn't mame the perion
whose complaints prompled the leflers
from Americans United for Separation
of Church and State. The courl opened
public comment 1o allvw for transpar-
ency 10 consliluents in Hays County,
Cobb said.

“We have been very copmizant of the
problems ol the separation of chisrch
and state,” Cobb said. *We have puzzled
with this for months, but this being the
mast open courl in the history of Hays

READ PRAVERS, PAGE 3

Texas law could cut funding to women’s clinics

By Megan Carlbel
News Reporier

Local low-inoome women may be affect-
ed il a recent Texas ruling is passed.

lenwas officials recently attempled lo
pass a law to euchide any norprofil clim-
ics prowiding aboribon services from meceiv-
ing funding from the Medicaid Women's
Health Fropram. Seven Flanned Farent-
hood facilities then sued the state, arguing
the ruling violsles the organization’s right
io free speech.

I'he Women's Health Program is a fed-
erally funded program helping (o provide
basic and comprehensive health care by
anwamding money o non-profil clinics.

Sarah Wheat, interim co-CED of Flanned
Parenthood of the Tetas Capital Repgion,
said the Planned Parenthood on East Sev-
enth Sireel in Austin treats about 25 000
WENNED per year.

Wheat said if the ruling 5 passed. the
organization would lose approvimately $3
million. The clinic uses this money 1o pro-
vide free exams. To make up for the lost
funds, Planmed Parenthood might have 1o
clofe down a clinic or twe or begin charg-
ing clients some type of fee. They might
have 1o let go some of the doctors, nurse
practiticners and BMNs the organization em-

i,

“h just doesn't il inlo some women's
monthly paychecks 1o pay for camcer
screenings and exams.” Wheat said. “We
will nol be able o serve as many women
withowl {the Women's Health |’n.11:n:|.m].
That's unfortamate ™

lerry Williams, former direcbor of Cen-
tral Texas Life Care, said Texas has a right
to distribute the funds any way the state
deems fiL.

“MNo matter where you are. really across
the board, we know philosophically. politi-
cally and religiously thal most of us really
agree thal my tax dollars amd your tax dol-
kxrd should not po lo fund semeone else’s
aburtion,” Williums said.

Muolly Finneran, Texas State Feminists
United co-president, sud if (he stale stops
fundimg Plinned Parentbhood and simikar
emtilies, [exas will have 1o creale s own
program. which will be more costly.

“We can barely afford to fund our public
schools right now,” Finneran said. “How
are we supposed to take on something like
the Women's Health Program?™

Willams said Texas will implement RBs
own Texas Women's Health Program Moy,

L

Planned Parenthood, & mon-profil swom-
en's health clinic, receives fumding based on
the amound of chents # sees.

Planned Paremthood chimics are part of
nearly 2000 women's health clinics provid-
ing or referring abortions, Williams sadd
Flanned Parenthood climics provide women
with cancer screemings, sexually transmit-
ted disease and infection tedting, sducation
amd other women's health care services.

Wheal sid the lop three services provid-
ed by Planned Parenthood to mostly low-
income women are birth control, soreening
and trestment of ST and ST15 and breast
and cervical cancer screenings. She said 95
percent of the services Planmed Parenthood

provides 1o ils clients are non-abortion ser-
vices.

Wheat and Finneran both agree defund-
ing the Women's Heath Program io clin-
ics prowiding abortion services would cost
the stale more money i healthcare dolkars
tham it would to continue fisnding.

Williams suggeils using fiands in absti-
mence education in schools 1o help prevent
a higher number of unplanoesd pregnancies
among kwerdnomme winmen.

Finneran said when lawmakers sy they
are prodlife, they penerally don't suppord so-
cial services and increased Medicaid.

“It boggles my mind that you can lell me
you're prodlife bul not swpport things that
supporl children, families and women,”
Finneran sail.

Sarah Wiatrek, co-pressdent of Feministi
United, believes the ruling & a forceful rne-
sponse from individuals imposing their reli-
pious beliefs on ofhers.

“Believe what you wanl to believe,” Wia-
trek said. “Adling on your belief iz what
should be protecied and that's what's being
lost. To me (ihe problem & in ) mone of the
pray area where religion fits into the stale
should be able Lo practice whal they wanl™

Governor Rick Perry called the ruling "a
win Eor Texas women, our rule of bw and
our state’s priority 1o prolect life,” accand-
ing o an Aug. 21 New York Times article.

“l think any time you're declaring a vic-
lory when you've blocked access 1o cervi-
cal cancer screenings for low inoome, un-
insured women, that™s nol a win and that's
mol a viclory,” Wheal said. "I"s cerlain tha
the oailcomes are nol posilive.™

politically and religiously that most of us really agree that my tax dollars and

‘ ‘ No matter where you are, really across the board, we know philosophically,

vour tax dollars should not go to fund someone else’s abortion.™

—Terry Williams, former divector of Cemtral Tevas Life Care

The Planned
Parenthood on East
Seventh Street in

Austin treats about

25,000
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Planned Parenthood
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women's health clinics
providing or referring
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About

95 percent

of the services Planned
Parenthood provides
o its client are non-
abortion services.
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Lauren Walter, hiatory senior, donziea binod Sept. 25 in The Duad during the Teees State Blood Drive.

Erin Dyer, 51 PRoliacher

ON THIS

DAY IN
HISTORY

789 - Thomes Jefferson was ap-
i America’s firsl secretary

of state and John Jay the first chiel

Justice.

1828 - Poet T5. Ehot was bom in

1. Lonais, Mo,

1898 - Composer Ceonge Cersh-
win wai born in Brooklyn MNew

1914 - The Federal Trade Commis-
$ion was established.

1957 = The musical “West Side Sto-
ry~ opened on Broadway.

1969 - The albim “Abbey Rosd™ by
the Beathes was rebeased.

1986 - William H. Rehnguist was
swinm in as the l6th chiefl justice
of the United States, while Andonin
Scalia joined the Supreme Court @

I8N - Siobodan Miosevic con-
onded that his challenger, 'ﬁ.ﬁﬁn‘
Kostamics, kel fmished first
Yupoalmia's presidential election.
Milosevic deckired a runoff, a move
o hiis ouster.

2005 - Army Plie. Lynndie England
was comicted by a military jury on
six counts stemming from the Abu
Chraib prison sbuse scancdal.

IM5 = Intermational

WEApONE in-
spectrs announced the Irish Re
pl.lhhi.ﬂruq.‘!ﬁlﬂm

20T - Myanmar began a violent
crackdwn on protests. beaking and
draging awary dorens of monks.

— Ciourtesy af he New Fork Times

CRIME
BLOTTER

Sepl. 16, 2:11 a.m.

Gaillardia Hall

Mimor in possession of alcohal

I'wo students were cited For mi-
nor in posseision of alcohol
This case is under judicial re-
VBEWL

Sepl. 16, 3:31 a.m.

Sfwdent Cender Divive

Mimor in possession of alenhal

Two students were cited For mi-
mor in podsesdion of alcohal
This case is under judicial re-
view.

Sepl. 16, 4:14 a.m.

Head Sireet

Drivimg wnder (he inlluence of
alcohsl by a mimor

A student was arrestexd for
DU minor and transporied o
the Hays County Law Enforce-
ment Cenler and is awailing a
trial.

Sepl. 16, 7:09 pom.

Blanco Farking Garage
Fossession of drug parapherma-
lia

A stident was cited for pos-
session of drug paraphernalis.
This case is under judicial re-
view.

Sepl. 16, 10:00 p.m.

Blanco Parking Garage
Burglary of vehicle

A student reporied personal
properly had been taken with-
oul consent. This case is under
investigation.

Sepl. 18, 547 pum.

LEJ Parking Garage

Forgery of govermmenl mon-
clary imsirmment

Altempl to spend counterfeil
currency al the aniversily was
reported. This case is under in-
vesligation.

Sepl. 18, 6:57 p.m.

Academy Sireel

Warranl service

A non-stedent was  arrested
for & warrant and transported
te Hays County Law Enlorce-
meni Cenler.

—Courtesy of Unirersity Police
Bepariment

WALK TO CLASS
& the Square

&% SANCTUARY
“"LOFTS

thesanctuarylofts.com

512.392.9066 | 350 NORTH STREET
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GREAT LOCATION TO CAMPUS & THE SQUARE = UPGRADED AMEMITIES
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HEALTHCARE PROFESSIONS
JOB FAIR

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 26 [ H

STUDENT CENTER BALLROOM

> 10AM-2PM ¢uny

Healthcare organizations from across Texas
will be represented to discuss possible
employment and internship epportunities.

UNDERGRADUATE:

Clinical Laboratoey Seience ¥ Cormunization Diserders

Haathh Infarmation Man mant * Healthcana Admins Iral on ® Mursing
Hadiglion Thergay = Hesperatony L-EIE'

UNDERGRADUATE CERTIFICATE:
Haalth Information Privacy and Sacurity

GRADUATE:
Communications Disorders ' Healhcara Administraton
Frysical Therapy  Health Rasaanch

GRADUATE CERTIFICATE: L org Term Care Agrmeisiration
Hegth Informatics * Haallh Inlormabon Mans
Hixgthezare Humian Resource: Management ¥ Hiegthcare Administaaton
Folysomnographic Technology

For more information contact:
Career Services &t (512) 245-2645
Or WL CANRErservices. Ixaiate, edu

Spansored by the Solega af Haath Prol 15 ACAdAM L AT aing Canter
& 1 O al Camar Sarsicas
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Reyes said the office continues (o blame
its inability 1o provide adequate resources
lor those registered with a hearing disabil-
ity on lack of Masding.

However, Feneau gaid every university
department and ofTice must ellichently
and effectively manape budgets and re-
sources in onder o maximize service to all
students the office serves.

“The vice president fir student affairs,
budgeting office and the président have al-
wayi been willing to provide the OfTice off
Dsabdlity Services with the funds needed
oy emswre all of the Audents served by {the
(Hhice of Dizability Services) al Texas
Stale have appropriate and reasonable sc-
commuodations (o meet the needs of their
atademic programs and educational expe-
riences,” Reneaw sxid.

There were an estimated 31 deal or hard
of hearing students negistered in 2000,
Linda Lovelace, [iason imlerpreter, sad
studenis who are deal or have pariial hear-
ing loss must provide an sudiogram as
documentation.

Services ollered 1o stsdents with hear

ing loss include interpreters, preferential
seating and closed captivning. Lovelace
said the caplioning services pilol program
was implemented a1 Texas State in fall
2004,

Simce then, there have been more than
100 special captioning requests. folaling
more than 1L000 houwrs in fiscal year
2010, Tweniy-Tour studenis used caplion-
ing services last year

Reyes said funding problems have been
a reason why the office employs student
caplion writers who assisl in transcribing
lectures al the request of those registered
through the office.

Fexias State alumnos Matl Kelly was a
amiversiy caplion wriler for more Ehan a
year. He worked with about 20 students.

For Kelly, working as a caplion writer
meani always reaching his poal ol tran-
scribing bectures amd studen! guestions
“verbatim.”

I reach his transcription goal, Kelly
said the office required training for cap-
tion writers, which inclisded transcribing
lectures aboul classroom professionalism,

typing enhancement soflware and practic-
ing keying previously recorded lectures.

His caption writing training did not end
once he enlered the classroom.

Eelly said he and his feflow caption wril-
ers performed routine trainings through-
oul the year intended to keep their ser
vices ail the highest possible performance
level

“There were some diffculties in cap-
troming. It can be a somewhal demanding
jobr and requires a lot of fecus, sometimes
for a long period of timse, i you're working
alone,” Kelly said. “Spelling can be tricky
somelimes, especially in classes with a lot
off parpon. Some professors may have thick
accents, which also complicales the fran-
scription process. These challenges can be
overcome with practice, however.”™

Reneau said the caplion wrilers must
oomplete a comprehensive interview, skills
test and imventory procedione before being
amsipned o a sludent who i deal or has
hearing loss. Once in the classiroom., cap-
tFon writers set up a laptop or & machine
with a dEplay screen the student can wiew.

However, Reyes had complaints about
the studenl captionists.

“(The Office of Disability Services)
toesn’l train students.” Heyes said “They
twpe word-for-word and are very slow. They
sometimes say they can’t hear the profes-
sor when they miss a word. | can read lips.
They also don’t ask the profesior how Lo
spell the word. 11 gets Grustrating.”

Keyes did nodl feel as though his as-
sdgned caplion writers' transcriplion abili-
lies mproved over Lime.

As & solution to his problem, Reyes said
he requested bo hire a friend who is a cer-
tified caption writer through an outside
soiarce, bot was told by Texas State OfMice
of Disability Services he could mod.

However, Reneau said e does not be-
lieve the office has received any requesis
from students {o hire a caplion writer.

Reyes said he has had to conlinue Lo
use the services despile filing classes and
dealimg with Texas State faculty amd stafl
who slereotype. He wanis to make 1t his
life"s work to help improve Americans
wilh Diisabilities Act services in Texas.

PRAYE RS CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

County, we thought il was time that you
understond the problem. This courl was
very aware of it amd i@ doing s very best
1o comiply with the law in all forms.”
Cobb said the entirety of the court
wanls to keep prayer as pari of court ses-
sioms and would have (o decide how Lo pay
for litigation should Jegal action occur.
Jonathan Saenz, Buda resident and al-
lorimey for the Liberly Institisle, sxid his
firm specializes i constitmional law and
would offer the county s legal services

free of charge.

*Time and lime again we have seen
proaips thresten well-meaning public ser-
vants like yourielves irying to do the right
thing and continsing to follow the law,
with threats that are baseless and are mol
fllowed By current Bw.” Saeni sakl 1o
the commissimers. ~Time and time again,
Liberly Institute, mysell and our tramed
litig#ors have stood with officals Hke
youl. have stood for religious liberty.”

Saeng said the letter cited opmion, maod

legal fact, to support the claim prayer be-
finre meetings was unconstitutional

Sam Monioya, a pastor in San Marcos
fior 41 years, said he has given imvoscations
"with his whole heart™ al community
lanctions over the years.

“You have a heavy barden upon you,™
Monlova said to the court. “You have a
heavy burden 1o lead 23, Please conlinue
thode pravers and allow s 1o be parl ol
this work.”

There were approximately 20 residents

who spoke al the meeting. none of whom
asked the commissioners to stop praying.
Among those was Swsan Marvaiz, former
San Marood mayor and congressional can-
didate. She said she supported the court,
mod only as a Christian bul as a represen-
Lative who faced similar problems.

“This &= what many men and women
diied for.” Marvaiz said = Today is your day
to defend i Mol on a bloody baltlelield in
a far away land, but right here at home in
Hays County.”
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Free New Patient Exam &
2 X-Ray
With Cosmetic Cleaiung
0R. GEHE MILLIGAN
1430 OLE RANCH ROAD 12
512-392-6739
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Zall ForMare Information

YOU WORRY ABOUT
YOUR GRADES...

FREE LIFETIME
4300 IH 35 South. Fxit 200
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 CAMPLIS COMMUMITY

close to campus—on shuttle bus route + resort-style amenities
individual leases + private bedrooms + basketball court + sand volleyball court
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OUTPOSTSANMARCOS.COM
512.392.7678 // 1647 Post Road

& rates, fees, deadlines and utilities included are subject to change.




