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Please support Mother Jones with a year-end donation. The truth is, we're a long
way from our $600,000 goal, and we have to get as close as we can by December 31.
Mojo CEO Monika Bauerlein explains our “big bet” and asks for all hands on deck
heading into 2020.
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We still need to raise $221,000: Whether you can give $5 or $500, it all matters.
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“Our President Is Unstable”: Sen. Jeff Merkley Makes
the Case That “It’s Getting Worse”

Senator Jeff Merkley’s blunt warning about Trump’s policies and mental stability
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Senator Jeff Merkley has witnessed some atrocious scenes at migrant detention centers along the
Texas-Mexico border. He described one where “hundreds” of children were ripped out of their
parents’ arms and sorted into chain-link cages, standing in single-file lines from shortest to

tallest.

“The shortest one was in front and he was just knee-high to a grasshopper, maybe four years
old,” Merkley told Mother Jones’ editor-in-chief Clara Jeffery in August at the Commonwealth

Club in San Francisco. “l was stunned.”



Despite Donald Trump’s claims that he’s “the least racist person,” Merkley said the president’s

anti-immigration rhetoric is rooted in racism. When Jeffery asked him if he thought President

Trump was a racist, Merkley responded without hesitation, “Yes, 1 do.”

Listen to Clara Jeffery interview Jeff Merkley on the latest episode of the Mother Jones Podcast below:
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“We have a president who campaigned on division,” said Merkley. “When he came into office he
continued to pour fuel on the divisions, but he came to find the easiest target is immigrants.

Immigrants not from Europe: immigrants from south of the border.”

Merkley made headlines last year when he live-streamed his attempt to look inside a former
Wal-Mart that’s now home to 1,500 migrant children in Brownsville, Texas. The video went viral
and ignited a national outrage about the treatment of people who were forced to live there.
Soon after, he received permission to tour the facility and became the first member of Congress

to tour that particular location.
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Since then, Merkley has spearheaded legislative efforts to shut down detention centers for

migrant children. His new book, America Is Better Than This: Trump’s War Against Migrant Families,

tells the story of how he, a junior senator from Oregon with no experience on immigration issues
in Congress, became a leading advocate for immigration reform against President Trump’s anti-

immigration campaign.
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It’s clear that immigration will be a key issue in the 2020 presidential election. To beat President
Trump, Merkley said, voters have a moral duty to speak up and fight back.

“Lady Liberty’s torch has been snuffed out by this administration and we need to recognize that
this is a pretty dark, heavy time for our country but we have an opportunity to change that; an
opportunity in our daily conversations, an opportunity with our resources,” said Merkley, who
will not be running for president, but, instead, will pursue re-election in the Senate. “But let’s

also use our weight and time and energy to put America back on track in November 2020.”

WE NEED YOUR HELP.

December is our most important fundraising month, and—being Mother Jones, we'll level
with you—we're well behind where we need to be to hit our big $600,000 budget. If you
value our journalism, please help us close the gap with a year-end gift today—$5 or $500, it
all makes a difference.

Heading into 2020, it's never been more important to have truly independent journalism
that reports the truth without fear, favor, or false equivalency (more on that here), and we
hope you'll help us close our fundraising gap with a year-end donation today.

More about: = 2020 Elections Border Donald Trump The Mother Jones Podcast

RELATED

Trump’s New Indefinite Family Detention Plan
Completes a Cruel Agenda
NOAH LANARD

ICE Just Quietly Opened Three New Detention
Centers, Flouting Congress’ Limits

NOAH LANARD


https://www.motherjones.com/topics/2020-elections/
https://www.motherjones.com/topics/border/
https://www.motherjones.com/topics/donald-trump/
https://www.motherjones.com/topics/the-mother-jones-podcast/
https://secure.motherjones.com/flex/mj/key/7DONATE/src/79CPBM3/
https://secure.motherjones.com/flex/mj/key/7DONATE/src/79CPBM3/
https://www.motherjones.com/media/2019/12/billionaires-are-not-the-answer/?keycode=79CPBM3
https://www.motherjones.com/politics/2019/08/trumps-new-indefinite-family-detention-plan-completes-a-cruel-agenda/
https://www.motherjones.com/politics/2019/08/trumps-new-indefinite-family-detention-plan-completes-a-cruel-agenda/
https://www.motherjones.com/author/noah-lanard/
https://www.motherjones.com/politics/2019/07/ice-just-quietly-opened-three-new-detention-centers-flouting-congress-limits/
https://www.motherjones.com/politics/2019/07/ice-just-quietly-opened-three-new-detention-centers-flouting-congress-limits/
https://www.motherjones.com/author/noah-lanard/

This Is What It’s Like to Be the Only Man in
Washington Lobbying for UFOs

AJ VICENS

New Internal Documents Paint a Depressing Picture
of the FDA’s Response to the Opioid Epidemic

SAMANTHA MICHAELS


https://www.motherjones.com/politics/2019/07/ice-just-quietly-opened-three-new-detention-centers-flouting-congress-limits/
https://www.motherjones.com/politics/2019/12/this-is-what-its-like-to-be-the-only-man-in-washington-lobbying-for-ufos/
https://www.motherjones.com/politics/2019/12/this-is-what-its-like-to-be-the-only-man-in-washington-lobbying-for-ufos/
https://www.motherjones.com/author/aj-vicens/
https://www.motherjones.com/politics/2019/12/new-internal-documents-paint-a-depressing-picture-of-the-fdas-response-to-the-opioid-epidemic/
https://www.motherjones.com/politics/2019/12/new-internal-documents-paint-a-depressing-picture-of-the-fdas-response-to-the-opioid-epidemic/
https://www.motherjones.com/author/samantha-michaels/

|
WE RECOMMEND

This Was the Decade We All Became Home Chefs.
We Have the Internet to Thank for That.

You Should Be Composting in Your Apartment.
Here’s How.

Heroes of the 2010s: Megan Rapinoe

There Were More Than 100 “Billion Dollar” Climate
Disasters in the Past Decade


https://www.motherjones.com/food/2019/12/this-was-the-decade-we-all-became-home-chefs-we-have-the-internet-to-thank-for-that/
https://www.motherjones.com/food/2019/12/this-was-the-decade-we-all-became-home-chefs-we-have-the-internet-to-thank-for-that/
https://www.motherjones.com/author/kara-voght/
https://www.motherjones.com/food/2019/12/you-should-be-composting-in-your-apartment-heres-how/
https://www.motherjones.com/food/2019/12/you-should-be-composting-in-your-apartment-heres-how/
https://www.motherjones.com/author/abigail-weinberg/
https://www.motherjones.com/media/2019/12/heroes-of-the-2010s-megan-rapinoe/
https://www.motherjones.com/media/2019/12/heroes-of-the-2010s-megan-rapinoe/
https://www.motherjones.com/author/nina-liss-schultz/
https://www.motherjones.com/environment/2019/12/there-were-more-than-100-billion-dollar-climate-disasters-in-the-past-decade/
https://www.motherjones.com/environment/2019/12/there-were-more-than-100-billion-dollar-climate-disasters-in-the-past-decade/
https://www.motherjones.com/author/sarah-ruiz-grossman/
https://www.motherjones.com/author/lydia-oconnor/

|
LATEST

Heroes of the 2010s: Jordan Peele

Heroes of the 2010s: “Silicon Valley”


https://www.motherjones.com/environment/2019/12/there-were-more-than-100-billion-dollar-climate-disasters-in-the-past-decade/
https://www.motherjones.com/media/2019/12/heroes-of-the-2010s-jordan-peele/
https://www.motherjones.com/media/2019/12/heroes-of-the-2010s-jordan-peele/
https://www.motherjones.com/author/edwin-rios/
https://www.motherjones.com/media/2019/12/heroes-of-the-2010s-silicon-valley/
https://www.motherjones.com/media/2019/12/heroes-of-the-2010s-silicon-valley/
https://www.motherjones.com/author/edwin-rios/

Trump’s Core Message Is “| Got Mine.” Is It Infecting
the Rest of Us?

MONIKA BAUERLEIN

Monsters of the 2010s: Sports Institutions That
Looked the Other Way

EDWIN RIOS


https://www.motherjones.com/media/2019/12/heroes-of-the-2010s-silicon-valley/
https://www.motherjones.com/author/edwin-rios/
https://www.motherjones.com/media/2019/12/trumps-core-message/
https://www.motherjones.com/media/2019/12/trumps-core-message/
https://www.motherjones.com/author/monika-bauerlein/
https://www.motherjones.com/media/2019/12/monsters-of-the-2010s-sports-institutions-that-looked-the-other-way/
https://www.motherjones.com/media/2019/12/monsters-of-the-2010s-sports-institutions-that-looked-the-other-way/
https://www.motherjones.com/author/edwin-rios/

We have a new comment system! We are now using Coral, from Vox Media, for comments on all

new articles. We'd love your feedback.
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